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34th. Before describing the several routes which extend
from Arracan across the Yooniadoung mountains into the
Burmese territories, it may be desirable to remark, that in
almost every instance they consist simply of a narrow line of
footpath, cut through dense forest, rarely more than from six
to eight feet wide, and so much overgrown at the end of
every monsoon as to render a good deal of clearance of the
lighter descriptions of brush-wood and grass jungle again
necessary, before even foot travellers can thread their way
with facility. No expeace ha3 been incurred, nor any parti-
cular skill been shewn, in eliminating these paths of com-
munication, and the merchants Iiave in general been content
to pursue the track previously marked by the different
hill tribes, which they find sufficiently practicable, and well
adapted to the nature of tha intercourse they carry on.
with the inhabitants on the eastern side of the mountains.
In the selection of halting places, they are principally
guided by the proximity of water, and to this cause is in
a great degree attributable the inequality observable in
the lengths of the different stages in various parts of this
mountain range. The pass of Aeng, in the construction of
which much care was bestowed, forms the only exception
to these remarks, and will be particularly described hereafter.

35th. Almost all the passes between Arracan and Ava
were comprised within the ancient limits of the Sandoway
district; and between Talak and Cape Negrais, there are said
to have been no less than twenty-two; of these, however, not
more than four or five have been generally resorted to, or
been rendered remarkable by their superior facility of access :
the one furthest south is called the Khyoungzah route, it
commences at a large village of the name from whence it
takes it designation, and leads by a very excellent road in
one march to Kioungyee on the Basseia river, a short distance
to the north of the city of Bassein.

36th- The next in succession, about 85 miles north of the

former, is the Goa route, which leads from the village of that

same to Henzadah on the Irawattee river, in one inarch of

ten, one of twelve, and two of fourteen, making a total dis-

o 2